
Monthly Services: 

Relocation Packets                         2 

Member Services                     8        

Miscellaneous                                 8            

Info. Materials                   12 

Member Referrals                         38*        

(*Also see web directory count) 

Tourism       2                         

Chamber Event Inquiries              43                       

Website Hits                                859   

Pageviews: 

     Events Calendar                     227 
     * Member Directory                  72              
     Newcomers Page                  20 
     Newsletter Page                      57 
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 Moving Forward 

 
  February is here and 2017 is kicking into high gear.  We had  
  our annual Chamber retreat last month and saw a lot of  
  great work get done.  Decisions are being made and action 
  plans are being put into place.  The big news, of course, is  
  that the Spoonbread Festival is coming back for this year.   
  The Berea Chamber of Commerce is planning the event for 
  September 15-17, 2017.  The businesses, City Council, and  
  citizens of Berea made it very clear to us they wanted the   
  festival back.  We were able to make this happen on  
  February 7th  when we signed an agreement with Mayor  
  Connelly and the city of Berea to use city property and  

expect the in kind support we have realized in the past.  For me personally, the bottom line 
is this:  If we say as a chamber that we promote the growth and success of local businesses 
and that we enhance communication and collaborationé. Then we better keep our word.   
 
No one can dispute the economic impact of the Spoonbread Festival for local businesses.  
We know several hundred thousand dollars turn over in the city of Berea during a normal 
festival weekend.  However, we must acknowledge the fact that people have different  
opinions and concerns about how we came to this agreement and even whether the festival 
should be held at all.  The safety concerns regarding protesters and the possible stigma 
surrounding the event are not something we take lightly.  The chamber had intense  
discussion with city officials, including Police Department leadership, about these very  
issues.  We were given assurance every effort would be made to keep everyone safe and 
ensure compliance.  In the end, both sides made concessions to arrive at a common ground 
that would allow the festival to take place. 
 
This promises to be a busy and influential next few months.  We will have to rely on the  
volunteer help and support of many Chamber and community members.  The decisions we 
make as a Chamber and the way we respond to the actions of others will decide our level of 
success.  If we are to lead as an organization, it will look like us empowering others in Berea 
to realize their greatest potential.  I have set that as a personal commitment and I challenge 
everyone to consider doing the same.  Stay safe and warm this Winter. 
 

Sincerely, 

Scott 

Scott Thompson, President  
Berea Chamber of Commerce 

 

February Membership 
Meeting  Hosted by the 
Kentucky Artisan  
Center at Berea 

 

Chamber Coffee &  
Networking Meeting   
Sponsored & Hosted by  
Saint Joseph Berea 

 

Scenes from the Local 
Government Luncheon 

 

Berea Magazine 
Offers Advertising  
Opportunities for all 

Budgets 
 

Join us for Legislative 
Trips to Frankfort 

 

Coupon Book Available 
 

Sponsor a Chamber 
Coffee or Membership 
Meeting in 2017 

 

JNCC Spring  
Class Schedule 

 

Join a Committee 



 

Executive Directorôs Comments Our Gold (Corporate) Partners  

Our Silver (Business) Partners 
 

Our Bronze (Associate) Partners 

Berea Chamberôs Legislative Visit 
 
 

As you can see from the invitation below, our Leadership Team from 
the Berea Chamber will be traveling into Frankfort to meet with our 
Madison County delegation on Wednesday, February 22.  This annu-
al trip is open to any of our members.  Just call the Chamber office to 
have your name added to the list of  participants.  
 
With the changes that have  
occurred in the Frankfort and  
the Republicans controlling  
the Governors office, the   
Senate and the House, we  
need to share Bereaôs unique 
needs with the stateôs new  
leaders.  
  
Hope you can join us for this  
important trip to Frankfort or the 
Leadership Madison County Trip 
on February 28! 

 
Sincerely, 
 

David  

Berea Chamber  
Legislative Day 

Wednesday, February 22, 2017 
 

Join members of our Chamber Leadership Team  
as we travel to Frankfort to see the General  
Assembly in action and meet with the  

Madison County delegation. 
 

We will carpool from the Chamber office parking lot  
at 8:30 a.m. and should return by 4:30 p.m. 

 
Please RSVP to David Rowlette at 986-9760  
or david@bereachamber.com by noon on  

Tuesday, February 21st if you plan to participate. 

Youôre  
Invited! 

Important Numbers to Know 

Bill Status Line (866) 840-2835 

Legislative Calendar (800) 633-9650 

Message Line (800) 372-7181 

 

Senator Carpenter (502) 564-8100 Ext. 730 

Rep. Morgan (502) 564-8100 Ext. 607  

Rep. Shell (502) 564-2217 

Rep. Rader (502) 564-8100 Ext.720 

Rep. Mayfield (502) 564-8100 Ext. 630  

 

Governorôs Office (502) 564-2611 

Senate President (502) 564-3120 

Speaker of the House (502) 564-4334 

Attorney General (502) 696-5300 

www.lrc.ky.gov 



   Member News 

www.BereaChamber.com 
or by email at 

 david@bereachamber.com 
or call 859-986-9760. 

 

Please RSVP by  
Wednesday, February 15th  

at 12:00 p.m. 
 

Thank You! 

February Membership 
Meeting 

 

Thursday, February 16, 2017 
12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 

Hosted by: 

Welcome our  
Newest Members! 

 
Jacqueline Bowling, Individual Member 

111 Harrison Court 
Berea, KY 40403 

jbowling1946@gmail.com 
Phone: (859) 582-4501 

 
Medical Career & Technical College 
Rhonda Hale, Public Relations Director 
630 University Shopping Center 

Richmond, KY 40475 
rhale@medicalcareerandtechnicalcollege.edu 

Phone: (859) 624-1988 

 
Bruce Fraley, Individual Member 

450 White Station Road 
Berea, KY 40403 

brucefraley@windstream.net 
Phone: (859) 986-3280 

 
Jeff Parker, Individual Member 

P.O. Box 346 
Berea, KY 40403 

jeffmusicmando@yahoo.com 
Phone: (859) 582-0539 

 
Weichert Realtors Ford Brothers 

Danny Ford, Owner 
1001 Gibson Bay Drive, Ste. 102 

Richmond, KY 40475 
danny@fordbrothersinc.com 
Phone: (859) 353-4446 

 
WhitCar D.B.A. BK Cafe 

Steve Carter, Owner 
Mayde Road  
P.O. Box 88 

Berea, KY 40403 
phyllistevecarter@hotmail.com 
Phone: (859) 985-2280 

 
Billy Wooten, Individual Member 

323 Bocote Drive 
Berea, KY 40403 
wootenb@berea.edu 
Phone: (859) 228-0754 

 
 

Meeting attendees will  
purchase their own meal at the 
Artisan Center Caf®  and bring 
it to the meeting room at  

12:00 noon. 



PRESS RELEASE 
Save the dates: September 15-17, 2017.  
 
The Berea Spoonbread Festival, signature event of the Berea Chamber of Com-
merce, will return on the third weekend of September. The event was cancelled last 
year, following controversy surrounding the Berea mayorôs contractual stipulations 
for use of city  property including a ban on what is commonly known as the Confed-
erate flag.  At that time, demonstrations in town and threats of counter actions from 
groups outside the area led the Board of Directors to cancel the festival because of 
their serious concerns for the safety of those who would be attending or working the 
festival. 
 
A revised agreement was signed on Tuesday evening at the Berea City Council 
meeting by Chamber President Scott Thompson and Berea Mayor Steve Connelly.  
It paves  the way for resumption of the festival that drew 60,000 people in 2015. The 
new contract does not contain licensing and infrastructure language from the original 
document and the stipulations regarding the ñconfederate flagò have been softened 
to recognize its context in historical, educational, literary, and cultural applications. 
Shorty after the newly elected Berea City Council was sworn in January, individual 
council members began meeting with chamber leadership to attempt to resume the  
festival.  All of the council members indicated that one of the top issues among the 
voters as they campaigned was the loss of the festival. 
 
The  Chamberôs Spoonbread Festival Steering Committee will begin work immedi-
ately to make the 2017 Spoonbread Festival the wonderful, family-friendly event it 
has always been. 
 
For more information, contact Chamber President   
Scott Thompson at (606) 308-4518. 
    
  
 www.BereaChamber.com 



   Member News 

Youôre  
Invited! 

Chamber Coffee & 
Networking Meeting 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 
8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 

 
 
 

Sponsored & Hosted by: 

305 Estill Street 
Berea, KY 40403 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Register on-line at: 
www.Bereachamber.com  
or call 859-986-9760. 

 

RSVP by Monday, Feb. 6th 
at 12:00 noon 

2017 Membership Renewals 
 

Artisan Center Cafe 
A Villagerôs Hand 

Battlefield Golf Course 
Berea Baptist Church 
Berea Board of Education 

Berea Citizen 
Berea Health Care & Rehabilitation 

Berea Lions Club 
Berea Optical 

Berea Urgent Care 
Berkshire Hathaway 
Blue Grass Energy 
CMI P&C, Inc. 

Dinner Bell Restaurant 
Halls Print Shop 
Hays Furniture 

Heartland Rehab Services 
Holiday Inn Express 
Humane Society 
Kent Family Circus 
Kentucky Auto Parts 
Kentucky Steel Center 
Little Caesars Pizza 

Madison County Board of Education 
Madison County Cooperative Ext. Service 

Madison County Public Library 
MEPCO Home Health Agency 

Mike McCord CPA 
Morning Point Pointe of Richmond 
Nicholas Calmes Law Office 

Peoples Bank 
Renfroôs Collision 
Richmond Register 
Servpro of MGRL 
Soft Shoe 

Storage Rentals of America 
Thompson Promotional Products 
Wallingford Broadcasting 
Walmart of Berea #1190 



Scenes from the Local Government Update Luncheon 
at the Russel Acton Folk Center 

Thanks members of the 2017-2018 Berea City Council for sharing your vision for  
Berea with members of the Berea Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Pictured (left to right): Tom Schultz, Bruce Fraley, Cora Jane Wilson and Billy Wooten. 
Back row: Jim Davis, Jerry Little, Steve Caudill and Ronnie Terrill. 

Thank you 
Leeôs Catering  
for a Delicious 

Meal! 


